
place recently is our involvement 

with the Ronald McDonald House. 

We, along with the Mountain 

Home Motorcycle Club, organized 

a scrap metal drive and with the 

help of many local businesses 

and the hard work of everyone 

involved, were able to raise and 

donate $7,000 worth of goods for 

the Ronald McDonald House in 

Boise. In addition to that, we were 

also able to donate $3,000 to the 

Mountain Home Food Bank so 

the project turned out to be a 

huge success. We would like to 

thank everyone involved and who 

helped out with this; we think it 

says a lot about the kind of com-

munity we have here in Mountain 

Home and it makes us proud to 

say that we are a part of it.   

These are some more of the local 

event and functions that we sup-

port and we would like to thank 

them all for working with us and 

letting us be a part of them: Arch-

ery Club, Elmore Co. Fair, Optimist 

Club, 4th of July Celebration, 

Christmas Parade, Elks Banquet, 

Mtn. Home School Dist., Hacker 

Middle School can drive, Mtn. 

Home Historical Society, Mtn. 

Home Veterans, Red Hat Ladies, 

The Ronald McDonald House, 

Idaho Motorcycle Club, Wild West 

Off Roaders Bruneau 4-H Club, 

Mtn. Home Food Bank, Camp 

Wilson-Boy Scouts, Mountain 

Home Humane Society, El-Wyhee 

Assoc. 

United Metals was founded in 

1972 in Caldwell, ID by Bert Ekart 

and started out as a small recy-

cling center and scrap yard. Bertõs 

son Rod Ekart has since taken 

over and in 1996 they purchased 

and took over operations of 

Shortyõs Salvage at 1190 Airbase 

Rd. in Mountain Home where the 

business has continued to grow. 

United Metals now runs three full 

scale recycling centers and scrap 

processing facilities in Caldwell, 

Mountain Home, and Gooding and 

have continued to thrive in the 

industry and become one of the 

largest recyclers in the state of 

Idaho.  

United Metals accepts all types of 

scrap metals including iron, tin, 

aluminum, brass, copper, stainless 

steel; basically if itõs metal, we will 

take it. We offer a drive up recy-

cling center where we can unload 

and weigh any material; whether it 

be a bag of aluminum cans or a 

truckload of iron. We also offer the 

convenience of on-site drop boxes, 

both for commercial and personal 

use, for continuous flows of scrap 

metal or clean up type projects. 

Other services offered are on-site 

car crushing and tin bailing as well 

as demo and farm cleanup type 

jobs.  

At United Metals, we understand 

that recycling is, now more than 

ever, an important part of our lives 

and will continue to be if we want 

to live in a safe and environmen-

tally sound world. The promotion of 

keeping material out of our land-

fills and reducing the disruption of 

the environment from mining for 

raw materials is very important to 

us and we appreciate all the sup-

port we have from people in the 

community to continue to help us 

with that. We love and appreciate 

our city and pride ourselves on 

being able to not only help with our 

environment and keep it protected, 

but to also keep our town cleaned 

up and looking its best.  

United Metals currently has four 

full-time employees. Willy 

Heckathorn (Facility Manager), 

Jamie Pickens (Operator/Yard Su-

pervisor), Alfredo Garcia (Sorter/

Processor), and Maridee Ahrens 

(Secretary) make up our team and 

do a great job for us and allow us 

to do the things that we do not only 

in our business but in the commu-

nity.  

Another very important aspect to 

us at United Metals is our involve-

ment in our community. We are 

proud to support various groups 

and community functions as well 

as being involved with several local 

charities. This has always been 

something that has been impor-

tant to our owner, Rod Ekart, as 

well as our employees who help a 

great deal with the many functions 

we support. One particular project 

that we are very proud of that took 
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A Letter from your Chamber President 

The Membership Committee has been busy conducting surveys of our 

members & also some non- members.  The questions asked were about 

the Chamber & about their business. 

 

Here are some of the answers that came from the surveys: 

1. There were mixed feelings about out of town businessôs being 

members. 

2.They felt that Chamber Board members didnôt, ñShop Localò 

3. Chamber not concerned with the little guy 

4. That the Chamber was run by the, óShifty Fiftyô 

5. But everyone loved Lori (we all do) & she treated EVERYONE 

the same 

6. Memberôs ideas were disregarded.  That the reply was always the 

same, ñWe have done it this way for years.ò 

7. There were mixed feeling about the newsletter going out in an 

email** 

 

Per the Membership Committee recommendation we will continue to 

conduct the survey hopefully to all of our members. 

 

I want to thank the Membership Committee for all their hard work. 

 

**The choice to changer to an email newsletter was unfortunately 

one due solely to the cost of postage.  We do still mail out a few 

newsletters.  If you know a member that isnôt receiving their newslet-

ter please call Lori. 
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featured in 
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monthly 

òBusiness 

Spotlightó 

please let us 

know! 
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Travel and Tourism Committee by Denise Barresi 

The Desert Mountain Visitor Center has been opened for 16 years and it was time to paint and replace 

the carpet. What a job that was for the many volunteers that spent many hours packing boxes up, 

hauling boxes out, hauling boxes in, moving shelves out  and moving shelves in, the MHAFB volun-

teers offered to remove the old carpet-what a chore that was! 

The special thank you goes to: Alan Bermensolo and B-Transfer, Stan Franks and the Parks & Rec 

Department, Andrew Hardage and the MHAFB LRS Volunteers, Hannah Barresi, Jacob & Cody 

Posey, Cal Vivier, Chris Knudsen, Nic Barrie, Brittney Karst, Daniel Montano, Jon Cooke, Andrew 

Pitts,  The Carpet Shoppe, Home Lumber, Karen Murphy and the Visitor Center volunteers and my 

remodel partners Sue Gross and Lori Posey. Thank you for helping in the massive project and helping 

in presenting an awesome image of our community to those from all over the world that stop at the 

Desert Mountain Visitor Center! 

 

Check out our 

July Birthdays 

on Page 6! 

Copies of 

the 

Monthly 

Newsletter 

are avail-

able in the 

Chamber 

Office. 

Please stop 

by to pick 

up your 

copy any-

time 

throughout 

the day. 



Spring is here and it has been an usually wet one.  Homeowners have dusted off the lawn mowers and weed-wackers to perform the 

weekly turf rituals and gardeners are preparing their soil to plant the family garden. However, beware there is an undesirable intruder 

appearing all over the county.   The Extension office is daily receiving calls about the strange alien orange 

glistening on their lawns. The deposits look like millions of eggs that suddenly turn from orange to a dark 

color once the morning sun appears. Another symptom of this invasion can be seen in the fruit 

trees and evergreens. Needles are dying and leaves are covered in spots.  Over the week, resi-

dents bearing baggies of diseased plant samples have visited the extension office, hoping for a 

logical explanation.  Calm yourself, neighbor. These are not alien eggs on the lawn or in your 

trees, ready to hatch an invasion.  There is an explanation for these two horticulture encounters 

of the worst kind. It is an ergot fungus that appears in the early morning dew like orange eggs 

on the blades of grass until the sunôs rays oxidize them to a purplish gray.   And your trees have 

been attacked by Leaf Spot also caused by a fungus that has filled the air, moving easily as it 

rides piggy-back on raindrops.  

 

Ergot, caused by the fungus Claviceps purpurea, infests cereal crops and grasses. Ergot devel-

ops more abundantly during wet weather and wet soils favor germination of the ergot bodies, 

and cool, wet weather during flowering favors development of the "honey-dew" stage. Dry 

weather during flowering is detrimental to spore production and germination. 

Leaf spot is also caused by a fungus that infects new leaf growth in the spring. The leaf spot 

fungus manifests as small dark red or purplish spots that form on infected leaves.  The spots 

enlarge to about 1/8 inch in diameter with whitish centers and reddish margins, and the leaves 

gradually turn grayish to almost white.  Scattered widely over the leaf surfaces, these spots 

interfere with leaf functions.   

 Fungus infections are greatly aggravated by wet conditions, and certain cultural practices will help reduce 

infections.  Here are a few tips: 

Rake up any dead grass, leaves and debris from the under tree and lawn area and burn them if possible. 

Fungus can survive winter in old, infected leaves in order to re-infect once spring has arrived. 

Prune trees removing infected branches, dipping your tool into a bleach water to avoid spreading the 

fungus. 

Space your plants so as to enhance rapid drying of the foliage after rain and watering; 

Avoiding sprinkler watering early in the day;  

Spreading clean straw-mulch under your plants can all help reduce leaf spot infection. 
Treatments: 

Baking soda: It may come closer to destroying fungal diseases than any conventional fungicide on the market. It's also 

nontoxic. Mix two teaspoons per gallon of water, adding a few drops of liquid dish soap to help the solution stick to 

plants. 

Elemental Sulfur:  It works great as a fungicide and soil amendment but should be applied in the cool temps 
of morning or evening. At temperatures above 85 degrees it can burn plants. 
Copper Sulfate:  Copper is a powerful fungicide but it can cause more damage to plants than sulfur. And it 
too can be toxic to gardeners. The most familiar copper-based fungicide is Bordeaux mixture. 

Oraganic Plant products:  Garlic:  In addition to being a potent broad-spectrum insecticide, it appears to have fungi-

cidal properties when blended with water, strained and applied to leaf surfaces. The same is true of compost tea. Several companies offer extracts 

from the tropical neem tree to control various insects and fungal diseases.  

Chemical: General fungicides are registered to control leaf spot if the problem becomes severe.  You can check with your local garden store for a 

fungicide that works best for your particular problem. You can spray trees with Kocide, Daconil, or other fungicides. Please remember to read and 

follow label directions very carefully. Apply fungicides thoroughly to leaf surfaces, including the undersides. Unless the product is a sys-
temic fungicide, be prepared to spray often, at least every 10 days or so during the growing season. And if you find that even with 
repeated spraying a particular plant or plant group continues to be plagued by one or more fungal diseases, consider getting rid of it 
and growing something else. 
Preventative measures: Some trees, shrubs and plants are more susceptible than others to this disease. And healthy trees are more likely to recover 

than nutrient deficient trees. It is highly recommended that you give a deep root feed of fertilizer to each of your trees. If everyone uses one of the 

treatments listed above, in the early spring, just as trees begin to leaf out , it will effectively control black leaf spot.  However, if your neighbor has 

infected trees and fails to clean and remove his leaves, spores from the infected leaves can re-infect your trees.  As a community, we can save our 

trees and lawns. Be a good neighbor. Pass this information on.  

Agri Business by Mir Seyedbagheri 
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Catch the 

beauty in 

the sky of 

fireworks 

being 

shot off 

from the 

Desert 

Canyon 

Municipal 

Gulf 

Course on 

July 4th! 

  

Business Focus Submitted by:  Paula Riggs, Economic Development Director Written by Tom Maydew 

Weekly Business Tip #12   ñSurviving in Tough Timesò  

It seems all we see lately on television or in the newspapers is bad economic 
news. Financial institutions are failing, the stock market is tumbling, the national 
debt is at an all time high, housing starts are plummeting, millions of people are 

losing their homes, and the jobless rate is soaring. Some analysts are even com-
paring our current economic situation with the Great Depression. As if it isnôt hard 
enough to run your business in good times.  

So what can a business owner do to stay afloat and ride out the storm? Think li-
quidity. Liquidity, by definition, is a measure of your ability to pay debts when 
they are due. It is usually expressed as a ratio or a percentage of your current li-

abilities. The best liquidity measuring stick is called the Quick Ratio. It is calcu-
lated by adding up the cash available in your checking and savings accounts plus 
the money your customers owe you in accounts receivable. Then you divide it by 

your current debts. A great Quick Ratio is 1:1. This means for every dollar of cur-
rent debt you have a dollar of liquid assets to pay it.  
A liquid asset is cash or very close to being cash. You might notice that your in-

ventory isnôt considered in the Quick Ratio. That is because you have to sell it be-
fore it becomes cash. You canôt pay your bills with inventory.  
The key to staying liquid is to focus on where and when you spend your money. 

Try to avoid purchases of equipment, machinery, vehicles, and excess inventory 
unless absolutely necessary. And please resist the temptation to pay down extra 
principle on any term loans with the bank. Keep the funds in the bank in case 

things get even worse.  
Now back to our depressing economy. When things get tight, consumers get nerv-
ous and lose their confidence. This causes them to reign in their spending habits, 

which can cause the sales of your small business to decrease. Right now, if your 
sales are increasing, you are a hero. We all know that when sales fall so do profits 
unless you can cut expenses.  

Here are some strategies to use when you need to tighten your belt. The first 
deals with overtime. Effective business owners can virtually eliminate overtime 
with proper planning. If not, they need to pull an extra shift or two themselves. 

Watch your purchases. Sure, you need to replenish your inventory of goods, but 
quantity and timing considerations are critical. Order more frequently and in 
smaller quantities as long as you meet minimum order requirements set by your 
vendors. Merchandise in the stock room only ties up your cash.  

Watch how you pay your bills. Some vendors offer a two percent discount if you 
pay the invoice within ten days. Take it. If no discount is offered, pay the invoice 
as late as possible, but make sure the payment is received by the due date. No 

late fees. They cost you money and affect your credit.  
Send out statements to customers owning you money in a timely manner. Follow 
up promptly with a phone call if payments arenôt received according to the agreed 

upon credit terms.  
Be sure to refocus you waste control efforts. Get it right the first time to avoid re-
makes. Enforce quality control standards. Rotate that stock. Make sure your mer-

chandise is priced right. Perform preventative maintenance on your equipment 
and machinery to cut down time and extend the useful life.  
I promise the sun will come out again. It just might take a little time. Keep in 

mind that small businesses have been the backbone of our economy for the last 
30 years while corporate America sputtered. You should all be proud of your ef-
forts and keep up the good work!  
Tom Maydew is a business consultant/trainer for the Small Business Development Center lo-

cated at 1651 Alvin Ricken Drive in Pocatello. He can be reached at 232 -4921.  

 



Chamber Corner by Lori Posey 

  We reported this month that one of our valuable chamber members would be closing their 

doors.  The Brown Wrapper will become a home based business and no longer have a retail 

front.  I remember when I visited Mountain Home for the first time.  There was a cute little store 

(where the Brown Wrapper is located) that was going to be closing in a few weeks.  Across the 

rsqdds eqnl sg`s rsnqd v`r Gdcc`­r-  Sgdqd vdqd `krn svn `mshptd rsnqdr hm snvm-  H v`r hm sgd 

oqnbdrr ne qdlncdkhmf lx gntrd `mc H chcm­s jmnv udqx l`mx odnokd-  Vgdm H mddcdc ` aqd`j 

'nq mddcdc sn s`kj sn rnldnmd( H vntkc s`jd ` v`kj cnvmsnvm- H vntkc rsno hm `s Gdcc`­r `mc 

there were usually people milling around the back chatting.  They would always allow me to en-

ter into the conversation asking me where I was from and what brought me to Mountain Home.  

I  would then proceed to the Black Crow Antique Store.  Deb Neely would pour me a cup of 

tea and we would talk about antiques and how the renovation was going on my 100 year old 

house.  Deb always remembered my name and met me with a smile.   

I realize these last years have been very tough on our retail businesses.  I wish I had the answers 

as to what we needed to do to keep these businesses open and prosperous. What I  do know is 

that these small businesses provide a sense of community that is invaluable in a  town like Moun-

tain Home.   

I know the Mountain Home Chamber of Commerce has an obligation not only to its paid mem-

bership but to the City of Mountain Home to continue to work towards prosperity for the com-

munity.  I know the Chamber Board of Directors is committed to this cause by looking at what 

we have done in the past and revising what we need to in order to benefit our community.  If 

you have any ideas or concerns please feel free to let us know.  We are all in this together.  Lori 
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Dig-It by Sue Gross 

DIG - It has granted two beautification grants in the past month. One, Wells Fargo, is re-

placing their 2 nd  Street sidewalk and incorporating the stamped brick in the border to 
coordinate with the other decorative sidewalks downtown.   Beautification Grants can by 

businesses for exterior building upgrades/improvements.  Questions may be directed to 
Sue at 587 -2173.  

AFAD's theme for 2010 is: "Air Force Appreciation Day, Fifty  Years of Patriot-

ism."   Everything is falling into place as it always does.   It is always refreshing to see 
how Mountain Home supports this event.   Most of the time we do not even have to ask 

for support, people contact us to see what they can do and the committee members, 
who average over 10 years on the committee do an unbelievable job.      

Air Force Appreciation Day by Randy Valley  



This years Rodeo display winner was Pioneer Mortgage and 

InsuranceðMary Miracle, Manager  
 

 

 

 

 

Winner of the Mountain Home Chamber of Commerce Ballot was Ashley Session, 

who will win $100 in Chamber bucks thanks to the donation of Mountain Home 

Auto Ranch. 
 

Beef Raffle  

Thanks to the generous donation of Linda Ketterling and 

TLK Dairy, we are once again raffling a 1/2 a beef  

(wrapped and packaged) estimated at 250 lbs.  Raffle tick-

ets will be on sale at the Chamber Office. The winner will 

be announced at the BBG&A Golf Tournament in Sep-

tember.   Costs for the tickets:  $10.00.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Save the Date: 

      September 24,  2010 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.edupics.com/en-coloring-pictures-pages-photo-rodeo-p13219.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.edupics.com/en-coloring-pictures-pages-photo-rodeo-i13219.html&usg=__hAfcchg8kdcQMw9CAc1zG3Y0k14=&h=750&w=531&sz=44&hl=en&st


 

Itõs National Recreation 

& Parks Month! Are 

you enjoying a 

season of t-ball 

at Legacy Park 

this summer? If 

so, donõt forget 

to walk the 

paths, see the 

beautiful water 

wheel, feed the 

ducks, let the 

little ones go 

fishing, or have 

lunch at the 

gazebo! 

 

July Birthdays:  

John Aguirre  

Lisa Carr 

Mary Miracle  
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Welcome our New  and Returning Members 

Emmanuel Baptist Church! 

Mark Anthonyõs  Purveyors of Fine Cigars 

Cajun Southern 

Reminder:  

Come and join us for 

After Hours July 29nd 

at Laneõs Appliance! 

Itôs UV Safety Month! 

July is here and 

so is the heat! 

Protect yourself 

and your chil-

dren from the 

UV rays by put-

ting on sun 

block once in the 

morning and 

once at lunch 

time.  

Donõt forget to attend 

Kurlyõs  7th Annual Open 

Luau on July 10, at the De-

sert Canyon Municipal Golf 

Course, starts at 1:30. 




