
Business SpotlightñDusty Rose Inn 

Business SpotlightñJoanneõs Creative Cakes 

Joanneôs Creative cakes not only 

offers special order custom cakes 

for all occasions but also serves 

cake by the slice, cookies, muf-

fins, cupcakes, etc. We also have 

seating for customers to enjoy a 

cup of coffee, tea, soda and milk 

with their sweets. We offer10% 

military discount everyday and 

10% Senior Citizens discount for 

seniors 65 and over on Tuesdays. 

We are located at 230 N 3rd E 

(across from the Chamber of 

Commerce office). The menu 

varies daily so please stop by to 

see whatôs new.  

Joanneôs Creative Cakes 

Ribbon Cutting  
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The Dusty Rose Inn, LLC, is 
Mountain Homeôs only Bed and 
Breakfast and Events Center, 
located within 3 blocks of down-
town and situated on 2 acres of 
beautiful, shaded lawns and 
flower gardens. The home has 6 
bedrooms and was built in 1904 
by the Mellans [no relation to the 
Mellon Hotel]. Jon and Jen pur-
chased the home in December of 
2001 and went to work immedi-
ately with the 6 year renovation 
and interior decorating in prepa-
ration for the bed and breakfast 
business, opening for business in 
June of 2007. The entire house 
has been completely restored and 
updated with modern heating, 
cooling, and electrical systems 
and is equipped with the latest 
comfort and convenience ameni-
ties, such as computer WIFI, ca-

ble TV, individualized heating/air 
conditioning controls, and TV/
DVDs in each room.  

Each of the rooms is individually 
themed and decorated with furni-
ture, fixtures, and linen to match 
the room, taking you back to the 
1930s in a total feeling of relaxa-
tion and peace.  Jon and Jen also 
serve up the finest signature coun-
try breakfast each day to guests in 
the homeôs large parlor/dining 
room. The Dusty Rose is also 
equipped and available for outdoor 
weddings, with 12x12 gazebo and 
grounds specifically designed to 
accommodate the wedding party 
and 150 guests, both for the wed-
ding ceremony and the reception, 
with electrical power available 
around the yard for DJs and cater-
ers to setup and serve guests. The 
interior of the home is available for 
community groups, private parties, 
and business meetings up to 24 
guests in the main parlor, com-

plete with pull down screen and 
digital projector.  

Bridge clubs, birthday parties, 
ladies teas, sales meetings, bri-
dal and baby showers are all 
common events at the Dusty 
Rose. Caterers are arranged to 
help with special meals that are 
served on our china dinner ser-
vice. Jon and Jen put many 
years of work and planning into 
this splendid private and peace-
ful getaway for family visiting 
family, travelers stopping in 
Mountain Home going from here 
to there, local and regional 
friends just finding a place to 
relax for the weekend, and yes, 
newlyweds and those celebrating 
wedding anniversariesé The 
Dusty Rose Inn feels just like 
ñgrandmaôsò home to everyone 
and the service and amenities 
are as excellent as the comfort 
of the home itself.  

                          The Dusty Rose Inn, LLC  The Dusty Rose Inn, LLC    

  815 N. 3815 N. 3 rdrd   EastEast   

                        Mountain Home, Idaho 83647Mountain Home, Idaho 83647   

                        208208 -- 580580 -- 24602460   

                        dri815@clearwire.netdri815@clearwire.net   

                      www.dustyroseinn.comwww.dustyroseinn.com   

    Jon & Jen Sowers, Owners & InnkeepersJon & Jen Sowers, Owners & Innkeepers  

This is just one of Joanne's cakes, 
it was made for her daughters 18th 

birthday. 

mailto:dri815@clearwire.net
http://www.dustyroseinn.com/


Should the prime focus of the Chamber be event planning? 

 

That is the question before the board.  With the restructuring of Retail Merchants to Business to Busi-

ness it left four events without a home.  The Giving Tree, Parade of Lights, Fall Harvest and Crazy 

Days.  The Giving Tree and Fall Harvest have a great chair/committee to head these programs, the Pa-

rade of Lights and Crazy Days do not. Now the first thing you are going to say is that Iôm against 

these activities. That is not the case!!!! 

 

Letôs use Crazy Days, since Iôve already created quite a stir with it this year.  The carnival is a great 

fundraiser for the Chamber, and with the location at Railroad Park, it will continue to help vitalize the 

downtown area.   

 

Now the facts of this last Crazy Days:  

       1.  The downtown (2nd Street) has changed greatly over the years.  

 2.  From Paulôs to Stardust Plaza only 11% of our membership is located on 2nd Street or the im-

mediate side streets.  

 2.  Some of these businesses arenôt open on Saturday. (Reduces the percentage to 7%) 

 3.  One business tried to put something together on a side street, but couldnôt because of lack of 

participation.   

 4.  All the inquiry calls to the chamber regarding Crazy Days were from either nonprofit organiza-

tions and a few home based businesses. 

 5.  The booths are not a great fundraiser for the chamber considering the effort involved. 

(Fundraising is an important part of the chamber as it helps to keep our membership fees low.)   

 

Even with a wonderful committee there is still work that falls to Lori and Amanda.  The chamber of-

fice is a very busy place.  Between answering the phone and meeting and greeting the customers, the 

chamber staff is responsible for staff support for AFAD, MAC, Travel and Tourism, Business to Busi-

ness and the Visitors Center.  Chamber operations include the Right Start packets, information re-

quests, Chamber Bucks, Quarterly awards, the website, meetings, Installation 

Banquet, golf tournament, and supporting our members by facilitating informa-

tional e-mails. The list is never, never ending!!!!!  

 

Now the question??????? 

     Should we put so much work and effort in an event that may or may not sup-

port such a small percentage of our members? (11%) 

     Does this event pull business away from our members who are not located in 

the downtown area? (89%) 

     Should we turn these event(s) over to another organization or group? 

     The Chamber Board of Directorôs are dedicated to making decisions that support our members.  

We need your input to decide the future of the events within the Mountain Home Chamber of Com-

merce.    Lisa 

A Letter from your Chamber President 
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Mountain Home  

CHAMBER AND 

MAC BUCKS.  

Donôt be fooled by 

imitations!  To get 

the real story turn to 

page 6. 



Chamber Committee Reports 

Dig It Committee Submitted by: Sue Gross 

 

Are you looking at improving the appearance of the outside of your 

building?  DIG-IT has Beautification Grants available that as a business 

owner or business tenant you can apply for. The maximum grant is $500.00 

if you spend $1000.00 or more in improvements.  An application is 

available at the Economic Development office. Once completed and 

returned it  will be submitted to the DIG-IT Committee and then the City 

Council for approval. Questions, please call Sue at 587-2173.  
 

 

 

AFAD Committee Submitted by: Randy Valley 

Air Force Appreciation Day Theme for 2010ð50 years of Patriotism 

 

The AFAD committee is hard at work preparing for the 50th year of 

AFAD.  We are just starting to visit previous boosters to ask them to 

contribute again this year.  We will select this years theme at our May 21st 

meeting and shortly after that we will get our poster designed and raffle 

tickets printed.  All previous vendors have been sent a booth application 

and they have until June 30th to reserve their spot before we open it up to 

vendors on our extensive waiting list.  We are looking forward to this years 

event! 
 

 

Page 3 

CRAZEE DAZE! 

 

 

Committee Chairman 

 

AFAD 

Randy Valley 

 

Travel & Tourism 

Denise Barresi 

 

Military Affairs 

Ray Liercke 

 

Business to Business 

Doreen Krabbenhoft 

 

Dig-It 

Sue Gross 

& 

Donna Herron 

 

 

 

 

Reporting Committee 

 

Agri-Business 

Mir Seyedbagheri 

 

Silver Wings 

Paula Riggs 

 

Economic Development 

Paula Riggs 

 

 

 

 

 



   

A Community Garden Benefits Everyone! 

The UI Elmore Extension office re-

ceives hundreds of calls and samples 

each year from the community con-

cerning a wide variety of horticul-

tural issues. Master Gardeners are 

being trained to help respond to these 

issues and inspire more interest in 

the sustainability of home gardens 

and water-efficient landscaping using 

native Idaho plants. With the guid-

ance of the Extension Educator, Mir 

M Seyedbagheri, Master Gardeners 

can spread the word on advances in 

soil health and water conservation. 

This year, the Elmore Master Gar-

deners have focused on establishing 

a community garden. 

Since there is a clear and present need 

for organically grown home gardens, 

the city of Mountain Home and the 

Master Gardeners have joined forces 

to design and maintain the community 

garden.  The goal of the Community 

Garden Project has three objectives: 

Horticulture Education, Community 

Service & providing Organic produce 

to local food pantries. The Mountain 

Home Parks and Recreation will 

maintain the grass and irrigation while 

having overall authority to oversee 

site maintenance and approval of any 

structures. Garden Volunteers will be 

assigned one day for a Walk-Thru to 

maintain the raised beds.  

Mir Seyedbagheri, Extension Edu-

cator, would like to encourage the 

proactive participation of any mem-

bers of the community interested in 

learning more about horticulture 

and would like to contribute their 

efforts toward making this project a 

long-term success.  If you are inter-

ested in volunteering your talents 

and time to the community garden 

or want to join our new Master Gar-

deners classes in the fall, call Kim 

Kovac at the Elmore Extension of-

fice, 587-2136 ext 509 or email: 

elmore@uidaho.edu. 

Chamber Committee Reports  

 
Elmore County Extension  

Welcome New Members 

Wells Fargo Home 

Mortgage 

 

Patsyôs Hair Design 

Double Tree 

 

Wells Fargo Bank  

Mountain Home RV Park  

 

Shiloh Christian School 

June Birthdays: 

John Walborn 

Robby Robinson 

Lauri Erickson 

Danielle Hillman 

Kris Taylor 

Shawna Draper 

Kids having fun at 

the Crazee Daze 

Carnival! 
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______________________________________________________________  
 

The Story Behind the New Mural on the back of 
Pioneer Federal Credit Union located on Ameri-
can Legion Blvd.  
 

On Thursday April 15, 2010 a new 24 foot mural, completed by Marcus Mashburn, was 

hung on the back side of the Pioneer Federal Credit Union near Walmart on American 
Legion Blvd. It is also near the former location of the old Donut Tree. Long time resi-

dents remember the Old Donut Tree as a place to meet where they could collect mon-
arch butterflies, date, catch fish or pollywogs, and to fight.   The Tree was planted for 

Arbor Day back in 1893.    A hole was cut through the middle to accommodate a tele-
phone line when they eventually made their way to Mountain Home.   This history is the 

subject of the new mural.   Some might remember the print of the Donut Tree that 
Mashburn completed a couple of years ago. This mural goes deeper into the stories and 

memories that so many have shared.    
 

Video of the mural in progress can be seen on the website created by Randy 
Miller,  behindthedoorofanartist.com  and at youtube.com ï just   look up Marcus 

Mashburn at either sight.  Robert Lee and Joe Ferbrache deserve a special word of 
thanks for installing it.    The best time to see the mural is at sunset, when the metallic 

copper paint comes alive.   
 

 

 


