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HISTORY:  In April 1980 the Mountain Home Chamber of Commerce established the Military Affairs Committee.  The objectives of the committee as stated in an April resolution was to establish a committee to “brief” or acquaint incoming military personnel with significant and meaningful information about the community; establish a welcoming committee; to establish legislative committee to “Lobby” in Washington DC and to assist the base in carrying out social responsibilities.  By 1981 the committee had grown to 37 members and to date it has grown to approximately 100 members and still carries on its mission as shown below.

PURPOSE:  As define in the constitution: “The purpose of this organization shall be to promote the expansion, development and effectiveness of Mountain Home Air Fore Base and any other military activity within the state of Idaho” the committee wishes to support.

MEMBERSHIP:  The Military Affairs Committee is composed of businesses and individual members of the Mountain Home Chamber of Commerce who desire to promote the purpose as defined above through both social and Political Action Committee endeavors.
REASONS FOR BECOMING A  MAC MEMBER

1.  Actively and openly support Idaho’s military

A. 
To gain a better understanding of the need for a strong/dominant military

B. 
Understand the overall economic impact of the military to Idaho--MHAFB $900M and Idaho National Guard $575M for a total economic impact of $1,475,000,000 to Idaho from the military

C. 
Help support the military in our fight against global terrorism

D. 
Provide highly visible support to dedicated airmen and their families, especially those going in harm’s way
2. Network with other business owners and socialize with your peers at various functions throughout the year

3.  Have an experienced and dedicated team to promote military interest to Headquarters Air Force and local government representatives

A. 
MAC funding supports a strong Political Action Team that is recognized throughout the Air Force leadership and state representatives as always supporting Mountain Home AFB and the military in Idaho

B. 
A constant presence and communication allows Idaho and Mountain Home in particular to be ahead of most other military communities during Base Realignment and Closure efforts

C.  Strong community support and an active presence at the Pentagon and on Capitol Hill 
      help to ensure the needed military construction funding is available

4. The 366th Fighter Wing Honorary Commander Program shares the 366th Fighter Wing’s mission and accomplishments with community neighbors, particularly business and civic leaders.  Each unit’s honorary commander is paired with a unit commander or a member of the wing’s leadership.  The honorary commanders then go through a change-of-command ceremony and throughout the year receive a series of tours, demonstrations and briefings to share the Gunfighter’s Operations, Maintenance, Support and Medical Groups’ missions with the honorary commanders.  Being a member of MAC adds strength to an application to become an Honorary Commander by demonstrating commitment and understanding of the need to have a dominant presence of the military within Idaho.

5.  Military Affairs Committee membership distinguishes you as a civic and business leader within the Mountain Home community that supports the military.  Business partners within the Mountain Home community may be eligible for:

A.  Invitations to attend wing change of command ceremonies and many wing social functions;

B.  An opportunity to be designated by the Wing Commander as a local community leader with base access

C.  An opportunity to associate with outstanding men and women stationed at Mountain Home AFB.

6.  MAC members attend monthly lunches hosted by the Military Affairs Committee inviting wing leadership for an opportunity to learn more about the wing’s mission and activities.

A.  Monthly presentations show the wing’s current activities, both its day-to-day mission at Mountain Home AFB, as well as its members’ activities while deployed.

B.  Fascinating briefings about the various functions that make up the Gunfighter mission—Operations, Maintenance, Support, Medical, and Wing Staff.


C.  Networking opportunities with wing personnel.

7.  The Military Affairs Committee hosts military appreciation social events for 366th FW members.

8.  MAC membership provides an opportunity to voice your support and concerns about Mountain Home AFB to the Military Affairs Committee board that speaks to the wing commander and his leadership about pressing issues within the community.

9.  Additionally, Military Affairs Committee membership provides an opportunity to meet a diverse group of people from across the United States that can result in friendships for life.

Pursuant to the Joint Ethics Regulation, DoD employees, including employees of the 366th Fighter Wing, may not endorse membership in or fundraising for the Military Affairs Committee.”

For additional information about the Military Affairs Committee (MAC), contact the Mountain Home Chamber of Commerce at (208) 587-4334, or 205 North 3rd East, Mountain Home
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